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K THAT WHICH WAS 



In accordance with the notice already given you, I propose 
to address yon t^is morning upon the local or parish respon- 
sibilities which rest upon us as a congregation of tlie Church of 
Christ : and on another occasion, (jod willing, I will contiuue 
the subject in reference to our external or missionary responai- 
bitities — those, that is, which rest only partly upon us, and 
which are ours in respect as we are ourselves a portion of some 
larger organic division of the whole Church. 

Let us first ask, however, what is such a Church and congre- 
gation as ours ? 

A common conception is that a congregation — or, as it is often 
loosely called, &parish — is an aggregsite of persons associated 
for the purpose of maintaiuiug Christian worship in a given 
place and also for the purpose of selecting and maintaiuitig a 
Christian minister to conduct that worship and, in connection 
therewith, to instruct and minister to themselves and to their 
tamilies in holy things. 

A more Churchly conception, beloved, is that it is rather a 
body of Christian men and women, who, having been baptized 
into the Church of Christ and more or less seriously acknowl- 
edging the solemn obligatious of that membership, associate, 
not only to provide public worship and to sustain a pastor for 
themselves, but also to co-operate with him in fulfilling a charge 
which rests upon him as the ordained servant of Christ, and 
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which has been committed to him by do mere human authority ; 
— which has come down tu him through hum&n hands iudeed, 
but from Christ Himself.' 

Men's practice ia often worse, but often also better than their 
professed principles : yet, for the moat part, the conception 
which they form of their Christian responsibilities as a congre- 
gation will greatly influence the character and the scope of their 
Cbristian activities. 

Now which of these conceptions is most scriptural? Ia the 
Christian ministry the result and product of tbe Christian con- 
gregatiuti? Or is the Christian ministry the embassage of 
Christ J and .the cougregsition the ingathering and the result, 
humanly apeahing, of that ministry ? If lhe_;?rs^ the Christian 
minister may wait until men and women, recognizing their 
duties and their needs, send for him to come among them, as 
Cornelius sent for Peter, to declare unto them the counsel of 
God. But, if the second be the truer principle, that ministry 
must not only come when it is sent for — as I, for instance, came 
to you — but go also when and where it is not sent for, proclaim- 
ing to deaf ews the Gospel of Christ. The first is the congre- 
gational, — the second, the Church principle. There is, indeed, 
not a little practical Congregationalism in the Church ; but 
which, I ask again, is scnpturalf 

It would aeem sufficient in reply to quote the words of the 
texts whose combination alone comprises the whole argument. 

"The Son of Man," said Jesus, " is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost;" and the living, practical proof of His 
mission, clearly understood by all and addressing itself to all, 
was the extent to which He was going about doing good at once 
to the bodies and to the souls of men, and eapecuilly the fact 
that " to the poor the Gospel was preached." And what His 
own ministry had been, such, by divine power, was alao to be 
theirs whom He left to continue " to do and to teach " as He 
had begun. "Aa my Father hath sent Me," were Hia own 
words, *' even so aeud I you." 
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It is true that Christ also giive His ministry the charge to teach 
those who hntl received the Gospel, "to observe all things 
whatsoever ho had oommanded ; " and it is true that the first 
Apostles both set the ministry the example and gave them defi- 
nite precepts for feeding the flock of Christ as well with " the 
sincere milk of the word" as also with " stronger meat when 
they have grown thereby." But this latter charge was an addi' 
Hon to the former, not a substitute for it. When and where the 
Gospel has been already faithfully preached to every creature — 
to the poor as well as to the rich ; when and where every effort 
has been made which divinely guided human wisdom can 
devise or divinely sustained human energies carry out, " to 
seek and to save that which was lost;" then and there, — and 
not till then, and onTy there — are the missionary responsibilities 
of the Christian ministry wholly superceded by the pastoral. 

Mark, that I am careful to say ministi-y and not minister \ for, 
when we come to consider individual men one by one, we must 
never foiget not only that ' ' there are diversities of gifts ; " but 
also that God hath so " set them in the Church " that all are not 
Apostles, nor all prophets, nor all teachers. But whatsoever 
any given man's individual responsibilities may be, according 
to his gifts and according to the position in the Church in which 
he has been set by divine providence ; the responsibility still 
rests upon the ministry, not merely " to feed the flock of Christ," 
but, if need be, to leave the ninety and nine, for a time, in the 
fold and to go out into the wilderness and into the mountains 
'* to seek and to save that which was lost," 

Out of the^rs^ of these duties grows \he pastoral relation iu 
the Church. This is largely a paroXy personal relation between 
the Chi'istian minister and an individual, or between him and a 
number of individuals severally: and it can exist iu full force 
without carrying with it any outside responsibility whatever, 
and without, as of necessity, any organic life. 

Out of the second of these duties grows the parochial idea, 
which is based wholly upon the existence and the recoguition of 
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outside and missionary i-espousibilities of n local imtui'e. And 
since the Christian ministry is not the ministry of tlie altar 
alone, but also that lay ministry of all gifts and graces, of all 
talents and opportunities, whose combination with that of the 
word and sacraments malies up the completeness of the Church's 
ministry on earth — so, for this work, organic life is all essen- 
tial; and, for this work, therefore, the Christian pastor and a 
Christian congregation are, or ought to be, hut one agency. 
And again, since unlimited responsibilty would simply crush 
the more conscientious, and scatter and dissipate the effoi-ts of 
the impulsive, and furnish the careless with an excuse for inac- 
tion — there must, in practise, be meets and bounds to this 
responsibility. - Hence the parish proper, within which alone 
such a parochial responsibility exists. 

A parish then is not a sacred edifice and a congregation assem- 
bling statedly to worship there. It is more than this. It is 
such a congregation organized under the authorities and in 
accordance with the laws of the Church, for the express addi- 
tional purpose of co-operating with and sustaining their pastor 
in the discharge of their common parochial or missionary 
responsibilities to those to whom Christ sent them to minister 
— for those whom the Great Shepherd sent them to " seek and 
to save." Or rather, the parish \s primarily the district within 
which this responsibility exists ; and only in a secondary sense, 
is it the congregation of Christian men and women organized to 
work therein. 

Congregations gathered around a Christian minister with a 
e,\ra'p\Y pastoral purpose, there may be, under cei-tain circum- 
stances, with perfect propriety; especially where tliat minister 
has already prior specific duties and rcsponsibilitiea of his own 
inherently inconsistent with the acceptance of a parochial charge. 
Such an instance exists at our very doors, as it were, and within 
this parish : and I am glad to have this public opportunity of 
saying that I am rejoiced that the new Dean of the Episcopal 
Theological School feels able and willing to add to his most 
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important official duties, the pastoral care of those — whether 
residents within this parish or others — who are accustomed to 
unite for worship in the beautiful Chapel erected by Churchly 
piety in memory of dear ones gone, and generously opened to 
all who will to come and " drink of the water of life freely." 
May the two congregations — unitedly one pariah — be ever very 
near to each other in Christian sympathy and love ; and may 
God the Holy Spirit pour out upon their pastor and upon them 
the abundance of His grace, giving him faithful lips to speak, 
and them faithful ears to hear. 

But although my Rev. brother of St. John's thus consents to 
accept a pastoral charge, this fact abates no jot of my paro- 
chial responsibility as the Rector of the parish : — while upon 
you, as the congregntion of the parish Church, lies the obligation 
of sharing that responsibility with me. And thus far, dear 
brethren, it is due to you that I should add, you have given 
me every ground of confidence that you will nobly do so. 

What are these re^pousib titties, you may now fairly ask : and 
withiu what limits do they lie on us? 

No J?>nna/ legislation nor official action has thus far, I believe, 
drawn a precise line between ns and our fellow Churchmen 
either of St. Peter's or of St. James' : but the spirit of the 
Canons, common consent ajid practical convenience have all 
alike — here, as under similar circumstances elsewhere — recog- 
nized the ward lines as the natural bounds of such parishes : 
and therefore, to all practical intents and purposes, the First 
Ward, or Old Cambridge proper, remains the parish of Christ 
Church, and within these limits alone am I prepared for my- 
self or for you to accept of parochial responsibility. 

But such meets and bounds can, of course, be held to exist 
only for strictly parochial purposes. It would — in our Ameri- 
can Church, and with our American customs and charactetistics 
— be wholly out of the question to base upon them &ay pastoral 
claims or duties whatever. The pastoral relation is — as I have 
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explained — a purely personal one ; and in the case of such 
closely contiguous Churches and parishes as these, there will 
ever be, naturally and inevitably, residents within this parish 
who prefer to seek their pastoral relations at St. Peter's or at 
St. James', as others do at St. John'a Chapel ; and, on the other 
hand possibly, occasional residents within those parishes who 
ding to the old Mother Church of so many associations and 
memoriee — the old pariah Church of the past. Whatever minor 
inconveniences may be involved — it is, in my judgment, wiser 
by far, that this perfect personal freedom of choice as regards 
the pastoral relation should be fully recognized. 

The recognition of definite parish limits for parochial pur- 
poses is a very different thing. 

The reality of the distinction which I have thus endeavored 
to make clear to you is &irly illustrated by the simple fact that 
there are, as you know, some members of the congregation of 
St. John's actively engaged with you in one branch at least of 
our parish work — our Sunday School — without being supposed 
in consequence to identify themselves otherwise with the con- 
gregation of the parish Church. Nor is there any reason, — in 
the judgment, I am well assured, of my Rev. brother of St. 
John's or in my own — why any member of bis pastoral charge 
should not, if so disposed, unite with you aa fdhw-parishioners, 
in the discharge of what may perl^aps be regarded by some aa 
common parochial responsibilities. 

With such views and convictions as these which I have 
endeavored to set clearly before you, it will be understood that 
it has argued no lack of persoTial interest, if I have felt obliged 
to decline to enter upon good work elsewhere, which must have 
involved some neglect of my own. To this parish, as the Rec- 
tor of Christ Church, I am bound to devote all my energies ; 
and in this work, beloved, I have a right to the earnest and 
conscientious co-operation of every Christian man and woman 
in the congregation of this parish Church — save lo far, of 
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course, as God in Ilis providence, has debarred them the powei- 
of giving it or assigned them, exceptionally, other and incon- 
sistent duties elsewhera or of a different kind. 

If I felt that there were need — which indeed I do not — I 
would urge this upon you with my whole heart ; for, however 
theoretically distinct, these two branches of our Christian work 
are not, so far as yoti are concerned, practicably separable. It 
is vet-y largely in and through this co-operation in parish work 
that the building up and the maturing of your own Christian 
character is to be sought: and I am, therefore, as much bound 
to prompt you to engage in these sacred services for your own 
sakes as for the sake of those to whom you may minister; for 
it is written, — oh, beloved, forget it not — " He that watereth 
shall be watered also himself;" and *' With what measure ye 
mete, it shall be measured to you again." 

Continue then, beloved, to come into the House of God " with- 
thanksgiving and into his courts with praise ; " continue to give 
thoughts and time and your means to sustain and to increase 
in every way the value to your own souls and to others, of the 
ministrations of this sanctuary ; continue to give heed, to me, 
as r, with such powers as God grants me, shall continue to 
speak to you, shunning not " to declare unto you all the coun- 
sel of God," and endeavoring " to keep back nothing that is 
profitable unto you." 

Open your hearts and your homes too, as well as this vener- . 
able Church — which, by the way, is theirs as much as yours — 
to your younger brethren from other pai-ts of this land who 
come here to pursue their studies for a time. 

Continue to do all these things : but outside of this Church's 
walls, in the humbler streets and by ways of this ward, and 
all along the river side from Mt. Atiburn to that great printing, 
house which marks its farthest boundary, Christ is au hun- 
gered — He has told ua so — shall we give Him no meat? He is 
thirsty : shall we give Him no drink ? He is naked : shall we 
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clothe Him not? He will be cold and destitute in these ap- 
proachiiig winter months : shall we not warm and provide for 
Him ? He is often sick : shall we not visit Him ? 

Nor is it bodily want or bodily suffering only to which we 
nre thus called to minister. Sadder — sadder far: in the words 
which we have just sung — 

" 0, heartB are bruised and dead, 
And homeB are bare and cold, 
And lamba for wbom the Saviour bled 
Are Btra;iDg from the fold." 

When we think on these things, beloved, can we any longer 
think or feel that these walls circumscribe the parish of our 
responsibilitied ? No; — "as the Father sent" the Son, even so 
hath He sent us " to seek and to save that which was lost." To 
seek, in all the earnestness of Christian gratitude to Him who 
hath thus sought us — iu all the warmth of Christian love for 
those for whom, as well as for us, He died : to save, as we have 
oui-aelves, we humbly trust, been saved. 

It is far from enough then, dear brethren, to open our 
Church's doors and proclaim " Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come yo to the waters ;" nay, even though we could add with 
the prophet, " and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and 
eat : yea, come buy wine and milk " — the wine of holy sacra- 
ment and "the sincere milk of the word" — " without money and 
without price." The Gospel, with all its infinite blessings, must 
- go in search of them. 

Your almsgiving must be abundant for all these needs ; — 
Christian women must be going in every direction, visiting 
sj'stematically aiid lovingly the homes of sorrow and ef suffer- 
ing ; the strong arms of Christian men should be stretched out 
to help those who full to rise again ; the wise counsels of 
Christian experience should guide the erring and the per- 
plexed; the fresh energies of Christian youth should cheer 
and eucounige those who iu like early youth, are already grow- 
ing • ' weary with the march of life." Bible classes for working 
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men ; mothers' meetings fur toiling, weary women ; industrial 
classes for girls ; night classes for yonng men — all these and 
such like agencies should be added to the Sunday School ; and 
in some one or more of such ways, each and every one of us — 
so far H3 God in His providence pnts it in onr power — inspired 
by Christian zeal and strong in that divine strength which is 
promised to every one thtit asketh it, should be thus at work to 
rescue, if possible, these our poorer brethren from the tempta- 
tions and occasions of sin, and to bring them back body and soul 
to Christ who hath purchased both and consecrated both to 
Himself. Such is the work to which we are called as the dis- 
ciples and followers of Him whose name we bear. 

Beloved, I do not say to you. Go, but. Come : for I hid 
you tread no paths in which I have not already endeavored, as 
I have been able, at least to explore the way : and I tell you 
that he who has not sought, as God enables him, to carry the 
light and the warmth of Christian truth and of Christian h)ve 
into the dark and cold places of the world, has blotted out 
some portion of the blessing which might one day be his. But 
for every one who, in the earnestness of a self-consecrated 
Christian love for those in need, visits '< the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction ; " — for every ©ne who feeds the hnn- 
gry, and clothes the naked and ministers to the sick ; — for every 
one who earnestly seeks to open the eyes of the blind to see 
wondrous things out of the law of God, or the ears of the deaf 
to hear his gi-acious bidding to weary and heavy laden souls ; — 
to every one who seeks prayerfully to pre-occupy the young 
heart with divine truth, with holy strategy to forestall evil there, 
and iu its virgin soil to hide away betimes the seeds which, with 
honest husbandry, shall spring up in due time and bear heavenly 
fruit; — to every one of you, beloved, who shall do these things 
there is given now the assurance of divine grace and power — 
working in you and working with you ; and there is resei-ved 
hereafter the blessed words — " Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me." 



),.vGoo<^Ic 



i:,Goo>^Ic 



Ye shall sbcbive power attbr that the'Holt Ghost is come 

UPON TOO: AND YE SHALL BE WITNESSES UNTO Mb BOTH IN JERUSALEM, 
AND IN ALL JuDBA, AND IN SaMARIA, AND ONTO THE UTTERMOST PART 
OF THE EARTH. — ACtB i : 3. 



The four evtrngeVtsta, severally recording the missionary 
charge given by Christ to Hia Apostles, bring severally into 
special prominence each a distinct thought connected with it. 

St. Matthew, for instance, chiefly emphasizes the breadth and 
comprehensiveness of that charge : — " Go ye and teach all 
nations." St. Mark characteristically dwells upon the individ- 
uality of ita purpose : — " Preach the Gospel to every creature." 
St. Luke, again, records the divinely prescribed order of ita 
progression. " Beginning at Jerusalem," are hia words in one 
place, which he more fully amplifies in the language of the text. 
St. John, finally, records expressly the promise of the divine 
power by which alone this charge could be fulfilled, either by 
themselves or by tbostf who should come after them and enter 
into their labors. 

Since it has pleased God to give His Church these four vari- 
ous and complementary recorda, the nature of this charge is 
not to be sufficiently gathered from any one of them alone. The 
words " every creature" are not to be pressed to the practical 
setting aside of the words " all nations ; " nor the latter, as 
though there had beeu no law of progress and expansion given 
to the Church ; nor again the directness of the chaise itself to 
imply that there is no longer need of tarrying " until we be 
endued with power from on high." 



icvGooi^Ic 



14 

It was a charge, moreover, which, being from its very scope 
beyond the power of one generation to fulfil, was clearly ad- 
dressed not to the eleven ApoBtles ouly but to the Church and 
to its Ministry, until Christ's coming agato. It was the charge 
and commission under which we are speaking and acting to-day. 
The Church and the Ministry of Christ are responsible now as 
then, in the divine power of the Holy Spirit, to preach the 
Gospel to every creature ; and beginning at such centres as it 
shall please Him to establish, to carry it forward from city to 
province, from province to nation, until all peoples shall serve 
Him and " the kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ." 

But while this whole charge in all its parts and bearings is 
incumbent on the Church; yet, nevertheless, the work of car- 
rying the Gospel to any given locality is one thing and the 
work of preaching it to every creature in that locality is quite 
another. 

Upon our own share of this latter work — upon our parochial 
responsibilities, that is — I spoke to you, dear brethren, upon 
Sunday before last, in very plain and earnest fashion. 

There remains for us iww to consider those of our responsi- 
bilities which rest upon us, — not as a parish, but as a pail of 
the Church — to the world without our narrow bounds. Omit- 
ting therefore, that phase of Christ's cotnmission to which St. 
Mark calls our attention, we find the other three leading char- 
acteristics of that commission — those, that is, which have refer- 
ence to its expansive or missionary aspects — all embraced or 
referred to in the language of the text, " Ye shall receive 
power after that the Holy Ghost is come upou you ; " and, in 
that power, it continues, " ye shall he witnesses unto Me botl^ 
in Jerusalem," the city where they dwelt and from which their 
preaching must go forth to the world, — " and in all Judea,'^ 
their own immediate province, — " and in Samaria,", where their 
missionary labors would assume the breadth of nationality, — . 
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and theoce onwards with an ecumenical purpose, " unto the 
uttei-most part of the earth." 

Now, beloved, the fact that every word of this language is 
equallj' addressed to every other congregation and parish of the 
Church, in every Diocese and in every nation of the Church, 
does not undo the fact that it is addressed to ns as well as to 
others — to us in our proportion. 

When the rains of heaven fall upon the thirsty earth, from 
every mountain I'ill and bubbling spring come forth the little 
streams which, flowing together, form the brook ; — commingling 
brooks, the river, which grows broader and deeper in its course, 
until many converging rivers unite their swelling floods iuthe 
form of bays and gulfs and seas. These are but parts of the 
broader ocean that spreads beyond, which, while it seems to 
separatcj really unites far distant continents by the great 
mutual interests of inter-nationality. Would all this be, if 
mountain springs had no purpose but to fertilize the land 
immediately around. 

So, when Heaven is opened and the rains and showers of 
God's grace are poured out, it might seem but here and there 
in exceptionally blessed localities ; — from every mountain slope 
or fertile plain where such springs of Christian truth arise it 
should go forth, flowing together in larger and still fuller 
streams, with greater and ever gi-eater spiritual power — bear- 
ing in its flow wider and ever more widely spreading blessings, 
as the missionary zeal and love and energies of the several Dio- 
ceses swell to the breadth and power of nationality, and unite 
at litst ill making up the all-embracing missionary power of the 
Church Catholic of Christ. 

■ " Beginning at Jerusalem" — ^yes, but not ending there; nay, 
Bor delaying even until the gospel should first be preached to' 
"every creature " in that city. " Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me," were the words of the charge — '* both in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth." And because the disciples were so occupied in 
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preaching the gospel iu Jerusalem, that thoy were in danger of 
forgetting the expanding and far reaching breadth of their com- 
mission, they were providentially " scattered abroad upon the 
persecution that arose about Stephen," and forced to go " every- 
where preaching the gospel " — travelling, it is recorded, " as far 
as Phenice and Cyprus and Antioch," though even yet, " preach- 
ing the word to none but unto the Jews only," until a vision 
from heaven revealed unto Petei- that '* God also unto the Gen- 
tiles had granted repentance unto life." 

So hard was it, then as now, to make men realize the 
breadth of the divine purposes for us — to iu8[>ire men with the 
all embnicing catholicity of Christian love. 

Now, my bretliren, the lesson of all this sacred story is of 
very easy application unto us. 

We must begin here, in this parish; and here, first of all, 
we must preach the gospel not only by my lips but by your 
lives ; not by my words only but by your acts — for there are 
few that gather i-oiind the Christian pulpit, while ye " are liv- 
ing epistles known and read of all men." We must preach the 
gospel by word and by deed, until at last, if so be, God helping 
us — it shall have been preached, so far as rests upon us at all 
events, " to every creature." 

Beginning here — ^yea, but not ending here ; nay, nor delaying 
even until all our parochial work shall have been accomplished, 
lest we also be scattered. For I solemnly believe that it is a 
divine law that makes the development of a healthy spiritual 
growth, for congregations as for individuals, to depend upon the 
due combination of both the expanding energies of our Chris- 
tian zeal and care and love for that which is without, and the 
concentrating energies of the sanje zeal and thought for the ' 
spiritual jieeds within ourselves. 

'* Both in Jerusalem and in all Judea " are the words which 
point out the first stage of expansion in this divinely prescribed 
order of progression, Had the Master's words been addressed 
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iu form to us, they would have been — if we may reverently par- 
aphrase them in the spirit of those which he actually spoke — 
" Both within the meets aud hounds of your own parochial life 
and ill all the Diocese." And not only throughout this Diocese, 
but, — if we may continue thus to apply the sacred formula 
which the text furnishes us — " not only throughout this Diocese, 
but in the more needy portions of this whole nation, and " — 
still reaching onward iu the still expanding growth of mission- 
ary zeal — " to the uttermost part of the earth.* 

Beginning here then, dear brethren, in some such 'spirit and 
iu some such ways as I have already endeavored to point out to 
you, we are bound, as a congregation of Christ's Church, gohig 
out of ourselves, in the jirst place, to unite, with all our like 
minded fellow congregations in this Diocese, to carry the gos- 
pel — and not only its great fundamental truths, but also the 
knowledge and observance of "all things whatsoever Christ) 
commanded " — to all those parts of the Diocese where the 
Church is not known- 
Uniting with our fellow congregations, I have said, for this 
Diocesan Missionary work. For this, among other purposes, 
we have a Bishop placed over us in the Lord, and a Diocesan 
Board of Missions organized to co-operate with him in this great 
work. Upon them has been laid by the Church, the heavy 
responsibility of supporting aud directing it ; and upon the sev- 
eral congregations or parishes — upon us among others, in our 
duo proportion — the duty of furnishing them the necessary 
means for doing this. We cannot — ^you and I — ^go forth to sur- 
vey the Diocese and judge where most wisely such work could 
be attempted ; where most probably, if attempted, it could be 
sustained and would succeed ; where, when it succeeded, it would 
be most likely to become in turn a new centre of local influ- 
ence. You and I cannot judge and select fit men for such work 
or apportion the scanty supplies among many faithful, but yet 
needy workmen in the field. The Bishop and the Board of 
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Missions aloDe can do this ; and we — we shall act most wisely 
iu giving to them all the help we can in doing it : and, so far as 
ill U3 lies, give power where we ourselves have laid the respOTi- 



Heiice comes the duty of regular and generous contributions 
of our means to the support of this Diocesan missionary work : 
and it is my purpose, not only to ask you, as eujoiued by the 
Canons of this Diocese, twice a year for your offerings to this 
cause, but also to organize a special Committee to keep alive 
this interest among you, and, as the local representatives of this 
Church aud parish, to co-operate with the Diocesan Board in 
any way within our power. 

But this is not, by any means, our only duty under this im- 
mediate head. If the Gospel is to be preached, it must be 
preached by men; and if the Church is to be planted where it 
is not now known, it must be so planted by men. And young 
meu must be trained for this ministry — and, when necessary, 
aided in this preparation; and those who have gi-own old or 
who are broken in health and strength in the Church's service 
and who, as in so many instances, have, like the Apostles, for- 
saken all worldly hopes and advantages, and sacrificed the 
worldly means which might else have been theirs, for the blessed 
l)rivilege of doing this, must be cared for, when there is need, 
in their age or infirmity. Let the world taunt them for their 
untbrift, if it will, because they have given all, yea literally 
all, for Christ ; — but let not the Church coldly give them up to 
such a reproach. Oh 0od, for more of such holy uuthrift in this 
sordid age I 

I shall, therefore, also ask your stated offerings for the aid of 
students preparing for the sacred ministry and for the aged 
and infirm clergy of the Diocese. Theirs/ I propose to entrust 
directly to the Dean of our own Episcopal Theological School 
as the natural aud most fitting almoner of our offerings for such 
a purpose : the second will of course be paid to the Bishop's 
Clerical Fund to be administered by him. 



icvGooi^Ic 



19 

Piissiiig beyond the bounds of our owu Diocese, we find, deiir 
brethren, still within the limits of oiir own nationiii Church, 
new and yet similar missionary responsibilities, all of which 
may be regarded as embraced under the general head of Domes- 
tic Missions. 

There is that enormous work of carrying forward the Church's 
frontiers in our great far western states and lemtories, and of 
moulding the religious life and character of an empire yet to 
be. Every Bishop whom we send out there'to take the respon- 
sibility of such a glorious work is, or ought to bo, a statesman 
of the Cross ; and, for the most part, they are such. I certainly 
doubt whether, in the history of the Church's missionary ad- 
vances into new fields, men were ever more wisely selected or 
means more ably employed than in this western work of our 
own Church to-day. There is a great satisfaction in sharing in 
work carried on as our Domestic Missions are ; and heartily as 
your help for this cause has heretofore been given, I hope it 
may hereafter be even more abundant still. 

But with this work of building there is also one of rebuild- 
ing ; and I know too well the generous hearts to whom I speak, 
not to be well assured that they will be responsive to my owu 
wheu I remind you of the duty of aiding in the restoration of 
that warm and earnest Church life which was once so fruitful 
and which is now so painfully reviving amid the ruined and 
desolate homes of our Southern brethren. For some years to 
come at least, I for my part, cannot but feel that Church res- 
toration at the South should be recognized as one of the most 
tenderly cherished missionary objects of Northern Churchmen. 

With the work for the future of the West, comes upon us 
too the duty of doing what we can and may to rescue the mis- 
erable remnant of the tribes which we have dispossessed, and 
whom we, as a people, have not only despoiled of their forests 
and their hunting gi-ounds, but corrupted morally and despoiled 
even of the savage virtues which were theirs. Beloved, there 
is a siii oflferiiig to be offered unto God by us, in tlie form of 
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penitent and earnest efforts to redeem those who are yet left 
jind to bring them to Christ. 

And there is another most perplexing and a very similar 
work for the Church to do for the freedmen of the South, whose 
labors and the hibora of whose ancestry have laid so much of 
the foundations upon which have been raised our national pros- 
perity. In this too we must taite our part : — and for all these 
objects I shall hope to co-operate with you in oi^auiziug 
energetic instrumentalities ; and for all I shall stattsdly ask your 
offerings. 

Turning in another direction, I shall endeavor to enlist your 
active interest in that great reformation which seems to be 
steadily spreading from people to people and from land to land 
through the wide range of Roman Catholicism, From Italy 
and Germany and Switzerland on one side of (he oceau and 
from Mexico and South America on this, it appeals to our 
■deepest sympathies, both fortho sake of the object immediately 
in view and also for the bearing of these Old Catholic move- 
ments upon our hopes for the ultimate restoration of Christian 
*inity. 

Yet one further advance. The solemn charge laid upon the 
Church was not complete until the woitls were added, " and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth." 

Such was our own land once — such once also was the land of 
our English forefathers, to the Church of Christ in other ages 
more faithful far than we in the discharge of this part of our 
missionary responsibility. If they had not been, we breth- 
ren, we would now be — so far at least as human eye can see 
— foreign alike to civilization and to Christianity. We can 
repay the infinite debt we owe to those who sent foreign mis- 
sionaries to plant the Ci'oss and to preach the Gospel among 
our heathen forefathers, only by sending in like manner foreign 
missionaries to plant the Cross among those who are heathen yet, 
even though they be — as we ourselves once were — " the utter- 
most part of the earth." In regard to the discharge of this our 
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responsibility, the Apostle, that great foreign missionary of his 
day, might well say to our Church as he wrote to the Corin- 
thians, " Beloved in this I praise you uot." There is need in 
this matter, of a far reaching and deep searching revival in the 
Church. God grant us to take our part in this revival. 

But, in all these missionary responsibilities, thus incumbent 
on the Church and upon us in our proportion — Diocesan, Dom- 
estic, Foreign — for our neighbors, for Uie Western pioneers, 
for Indian or for Freedmen, for Africa or for Japan, is there 
nothing needed but our offerings in money? Yes, — above all 
things there are needed men, — men of intellect, men of culture, 
men of heai't and brain and heroism, all on fire with Christian 
zeal, — ^yea, men upon whom the Holy Ghost has come to sum- 
mon and to fit them for this work. Where are the great 
missionaries of this coming age— men who shall revive the 
noble records of the great missionary ages of the past? 

Brethren, if this church and congregation were doing the 
work which God, in His providence assigned it — its holy fires 
would be burning as a beacon to the world, and our contribu- 
tions to the cause of missions every where would be not money 
only, but men. For its influence would be felt irresistably all 
adown through every rank of that college life so close to which 
we live, and every year aa we asked for the offerings of this 
congregation for this great missionary work, or for that white 
harvest field, the young men who have been nurtured there 
with intellectual food, and who have here received the holy 
Sacraments of that grace which alone can feed the hungry 
80ul, would be coming forth and crying " Here am I, send me I" 

Yes, may God grant, my young brethren, that among you and 
among those who shall come here in turn after you, there may 
be Augustines and Wilfrids, Hebers and Martyns, Kempers 
and Randalls — the heroes, the statesmen, the conquerors of the 
missionary labors yet remaining to the Church ; and among 
those whom the providence of God shall not call to service such 
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as this, noble Christiau laymen with missionary hearts to sus- 
tain and strengthen and encourage their biethren as they go 
to their blessed work. 

Beloved, remember that " men do not light a candle" of any 
sort " and put it under a bushel." Neither hath God kindled 
the light of your Christiau faith to be covered up and to burn 
for its own sake atone. 

If the Holy Ghost is indeed " come upon you " as a congre- 
gation — if you have thus "received power from on high," 
the power of Christian knowledge and of Christian love and 
zeal — je too shall be witnesses unto Christ, as he gives you 
opportunity, both in this parish and in all this Diocese, and in 
our own far West, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
God grant that iu these things also ye " may both perceive and 
know what things ye ought to do and also may have gi-ace and 
power faithfully to perform the same," Ameu. 
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